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An Open Letter to AstraZeneca
Dear AstraZeneca
It has been incredible to watch AstraZeneca’s response to COVID-19 over the last few months, and to see a company and its values become intrinsically linked with our future. Follow the science. Put patients first. Do the right thing. Who could have imagined the weight those values would carry a year ago? As guiding principles for action, they couldn’t ring truer.  
For most of us, the best we can do to support the fight against COVID-19 is simply stay at home and wait while the real work is done by key and frontline workers and by scientists fighting the disease. We’re excited to see how brands like AstraZeneca put their expertise behind the fight to keep us safe from the virus, improve our outcomes if we do become ill, and bring us closer to finding a vaccine, and all the while ensuring those who need medicine will still have access to it.
I have been struck by the use of data in the scientific community to track this pandemic. Our lives are now governed by these curves, and I know many people (me included) have been gripped by their trajectory as the days in lockdown pass and we will them to flatten and decline. 
When things return to normal, we’ll have an opportunity to bring with us a new appreciation for what can happen when humans invest in understanding and collaborating with data. Technology and data are intrinsic to the scientific discovery that will help us to overcome COVID-19, but the new partnerships and deep collaborative efforts** that have formed around the coronavirus response will no doubt be carried into the years ahead and have huge implications for the future of biopharmaceuticals.
As an innovation-led company, I know your organisation already leads from the front with teams of researchers and data scientists whose work has produced major advancements in precision medicine and new discoveries made possible through AI. It is exactly this spirit of sharing scientific advancements with the world that we need more than ever.
For me, data sharing and a general openness in the community to collaboration is something I hope that researchers and data scientists will be armed with in years to come. Access to open data sets – when anonymised, secure and controlled – hold enormous opportunities for scientific discovery and will help create better outcomes for patients. 
At this time, we’re inviting those at AstraZeneca interested in thought leadership and re-thinking their approaches to data to join us for a roundtable to explore this topic further on Thursday 21st May*. We’ll look at some of the use cases for leveraging and sharing data in biopharmaceutical analytics and how they support the mission to follow the science, put patients first, and do the right thing.
Yours faithfully,
Jon Bratton
 
*Register to join the roundtable on the link or at https://www.snowflake.com/event/astrazeneca-a-webinar-just-for-you/
**Snowflake is proud to join the COVID Alliance and to assist with its important mission: to help local and state governments, public health systems, and healthcare organisations leverage data to help stop the spread of the virus and steadily return to normalcy. https://www.snowflake.com/blog/the-impact-of-the-covid-alliance-has-begun/
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